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SUBJECT: MYSTIC STAR AND THE AERO STATION 
REF: TEHRAN 1281 

1. WE MET RECENTLY AND INFORMALLY WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM 
JCS AND EUCOM. AT THEIR REQUEST. TO SEE IF WE COULD TALK 

OUR WAY "TO THE CORE OF THE PROBLEM" WHICH RECENT EXCHANGES 
OF TELEGRAMS HAVE LEFT VERY MUCH UNRESOLVED. AFTER ABOUT AN 
HOUR OF GIVE-AND-TAKE, WE MANAGED TO CLEAR AWAY MUCH OF 
THE EXISTING CONFUSION ON THE SUBJECT OF MYSTIC STAR AND 
THE PROPOSED MEDITERRANEAN AERO STATION. 

2. IT TURNS OUT- AND YOU COULD NEVER HAVE GLEANED 

THIS FROM OUR OUTGOING CABLES-THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT PART 
OF THE RECENT PROPOSALS PUT TO YOU ON THESE QUESTIONS 
RELATES NOT TO THE MEDITERRANEAN AERO STATION BUT TO THE 
MYSTIC STAR PRESIDENTIAL COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM, NOW 
OPERATED FROM KAGNEW IN ETHIOPIA BUT REQUIRING A NEW HOME 
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POINTED OUT THAT THE MYSTIC STAR SYSTEM IS USED BY A VARIETY 
OF TRAVELERS IN THE VIP VC-137'S, INCLUDING THE SECRETARY 
OF STATE ON HIS MIDDLE EAST TRAVELS, AND THAT IT IS A MATTER 
OF SOME CONSIDERABLE URGENCY TO GET THAT SYSTEM SITED IN 
TIME TO TAKE OVER WHEN KAGNEW TURNS OFF. 

3. THE ASSOCIATION WITH THE PROPOSED MEDITERRANEAN AERO 
STATION IS SIMPLY ONE OF CONVENIENCE, NOT NECESSITY. 

MYSTIC STAR CAN OPERATE, WITH ABOUT 15 MEN AND ABOUT A 
VAN-SIZE PIECE OF GEAR, IN CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS STATION, E.G., THE ARMY STATION ALREADY IN 
TEHRAN. THE MYSTIC STAR RELOCATION AND THE PROPOSED 
MEDITERRANEAN AERO STATION WERE PUT TO YOU IN THE SAME 
PACKAGE BECAUSE THE AIR FORCE NORMALLY LIKES TO SITE 
MYSTIC STAR AT AN AERO STATION, SINCE BOTH ARE CONCERNED 
WITH COMMON PROBLEMS INVOLVING COMMUNICATIONS WITH 
AIRCRAFT. WHILE THE TIME PRESSURE IS REAL ON THE AERO 
STATION, IT IS NOTHING LIKE THE TIME SQUEEZE NOW IN PROS- 
PECT ON MYSTIC STAR. 

4. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR YOU TO DISCUSS THIS 
QUESTION WITH THE OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR THESE 
PROGRAMS, RADM GENE FARRELL (EUCOM J-6) AND MGEN SCHULKE 
(J-6 AT JCS), TO SATISFY YOURSELF-AS WE HAVE- ON THE 
MYSTIC STAR REQUIREMENT AND TO EXPLORE WITH THEM FURTHER 
THE PROBLEMS (INCLUDING SERVICE FUNCTIONS) ASSOCIATED WITH 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN AERO STATION IN TEHRAN, TOGETHER 
WITH OR SEPARATE FROM THE MYSTIC STAR STATION. FARRELL AND 
SCHULKE COULD BE AVAILABLE TO MEET WITH YOU IN TEHRAN IN 
LATE APRIL IF THAT WOULD SUIT YOUR CONVENIENCE. 

5. MAY WE HAVE YOUR REACTION TO THE PROPOSED FARRELL- 
SCHULKE VISIT? KISSINGER 
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